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und honour* I have, however, no right to conclude
this of 'Wilherforce, and he is rather in favour with me
for his late Indian votes, and for having been supposed
to be instramental in bringing Pitt to do one right
thing on that subject. I have also to commend him. for
taking the penitentiary houses under his protection. , .
I was at the play the day before yesterday with Lady
Palmerston, and saw the " Fatal Curiosity,5' a horrid
bloody tragedy of Lillo, where an old father and mother
murder their son, without knowing him, for his
diamonds; when the son delivered the little bos: of
jewels to Ms mother, there was a buzz run about the
whole house of a bidse, a bulse.1 This story of
Hastings* diamond seems to have made a proper im-
pression ; and Major Scott's last speech, with the letter
from Hastings to himself on the occasion, seems to
leave hardly any doubt that the diamond was really
the property of Hastings himself, and of course meant
as a bribe to the King, who has pocketed the affiront*
Hastings admits in that letter that he only guessed it
was intended for the King, and therefore he admits
that it might perhaps be his own. Query, whether
anybody would part with such a treasure without know-
ing with certainty that it did not belong to themselves?
This letter is clearly fabricated for the public, for
Hastings had no occasion to write all this long formal
justificatory letter to Scott, whom he saw every day.

1 A lulse is a bag or case of diamonds.   * They are always brought
home &QTPL India ia a cass which is called a Bulse.'   From the Political
478.